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Guidelines for Performing Research and Monitoring of Bats in Tennessee 

With the prevalence of SARS-CoV2 (COVID-19) in the United States and Tennessee, these 
guidelines must be adhered to while performing any survey work and monitoring requiring 
personnel to come into direct contact with bats in the state of Tennessee.  These guidelines do 
not supersede the guidelines or recommendations provided by employers of personnel and 
researchers performing work in the state.  Types of active surveys in which direct contact with 
bats will occur include mist net surveys, harp trap surveys, entering caves/mines, in all seasons. 
Passive surveys and monitoring (i.e. acoustics, emergence counts, roost monitoring) requiring no 
direct contact with bats will not require adherence to these guidelines.   

1. Prior to performing any bat surveys and monitoring, you must notify Rusty Boles (615-
934-7505) 48 hours prior to implementation of the desired work. 

2. All gear used during research and surveys in which bats will come into direct contact 
with must be decontaminated PRIOR TO and FOLLOWING use in the state in 
accordance to the white-nose syndrome decontamination protocols.  The latest version of 
these protocols can be found at https://www.whitenosesyndrome.org/mmedia-
education/united-states-national-white-nose-syndrome-decontamination-protocol-april-
2016-2.  Gear includes, but not limited to, mist nets, poles, ropes, harp traps, tarps, tables 
used to work up bats each night, measuring equipment, headlamps, and any other 
equipment in which fungal spores of Pseudogymnoascus destructans or droplets of 
SARS-CoV2 may be found. 

3. Personnel must be outfitted in the appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) and 
wear the equipment correctly throughout the duration of the survey or work being 
performed.  PPE to be used during surveys will include: 

a. Facemasks should always be worn in accordance to manufacturer 
recommendations to reduce transmission of respiratory droplet exchange between 
personnel and bats. N-95 facemasks (medical grade) are the preferred face 
covering to be worn during surveys and will require professional assessment for 
proper fit (https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/personal-protective-equipment-
infection-control/n95-respirators-and-surgical-masks-face-masks).  Also, we 
understand supplies are limited based on current demands of the pandemic and 
these supplies should allocated to frontline medical personnel.  KN-95 masks (if 
available) should be used as an alternative to N-95 masks.  Alternatives to the N-
95, KN-95, and surgical face masks can be used, but should be in line with 
recommendations from the CDC (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wear-cloth-face-coverings.html).  Personnel 
should have access to multiple facemasks throughout the duration of surveys as 
the efficacy of alternative facemasks will decrease as they become saturated and 
soiled (https://newsnetwork.mayoclinic.org/discussion/covid-19-mayo-clinic-
expert-answers-questions-about-masks-after-cdc-updates-its-recommendation/).  
Used facemasks should be placed in sealed plastic bags for off-site 
decontamination (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-
sick/how-to-wash-cloth-face-coverings.html). 



May 2020, Version 1 

b. Coveralls, washable or disposable, should be worn throughout the duration of the 
work being performed.  Disposable coveralls can be discarded with the trash 
accumulated during the surveys.  Washable coveralls should be decontaminated in 
accordance to the white-nose syndrome protocols. 

c. Disposable gloves, nitrile, latex, or rubber dish-washing gloves should be worn 
throughout the surveys being conducted.  Disposable gloves worn should only be 
used on one bat and discarded after use (Section C, page 6, National White-nose 
Syndrome Decontamination Protocol, https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/prod-
is-cms-assets/wns/prod/7a93cc80-b785-11e8-87bb-317452edc988-
National_WNS_Decon_UPDATE_09132018.pdf).   

d. Prior to initiating work, all personnel will take their temperature the day of 
handling activities.  Anyone with a fever will not be permitted to handle bats. 

e. Personnel exhibiting signs consistent with a respiratory infection (coughing, 
sneezing, runny nose, fever, etc.) will not be permitted to conduct bat work with 
bats until at least 14 days following cessation of clinical signs and upon a negative 
test for SARS-CoV2. 

4. All personnel who will be handling bats during surveys will wash their hands with soap 
and warm water for at least 20 seconds prior to and following surveys.  If warm water 
and soap are not available, hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol will be used. 
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Checklist of Equipment Necessary to Perform Bat Work in Tennessee 

☐Equipment has been decontaminated prior to use in Tennessee. 

☐All personnel have the necessary PPE. 

 Facemask: 
  ☐N-95 Facemask (medical grade) 
  ☐KN-95 Facemask 
  ☐Surgical Facemask 
  ☐Ear Loop Facemask (properly fitting and correctly worn) 
   ☐Multiple Facemasks are available for duration of survey 
  ☐Dust Mask (properly fitting and correctly worn) 
   ☐Multiple Facemasks are available for duration of survey 
 Gloves: 
  ☐Nitrile Gloves 
  ☐Latex Gloves 
  ☐Heavy duty rubber or kitchen gloves 
 Coveralls: 
  ☐Washable Coveralls 
  ☐Disposable Coveralls 
 
☐Decontaminating chemicals to perform onsite decontamination or decontamination during 
surveys and monitoring. 

 ☐Ethanol 
 ☐Isopropanol (60% or greater) 
 ☐Isopropyl Alcohol Wipes (70%) 
 ☐Hydrogen Peroxide Wipes (3%) 
 ☐Clorox Bleach 
 ☐Clorox Wipes 
 ☐Other recommended decontamination chemicals 


